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of the palace, and again at the top of the stairs, the guests
and their tickets were scrutinised by other militiamen.
Then the guests were allowed to proceed into the St.
George's Hall, where the banquet was to be held.
There were several hundred guests. At one end of the
hall there was a symphony orchestra (later to be replaced
by choirs and dancers). At the other end there was a
military band. The hall was lit by thousands of lights
around the white walls, and by immense glass and silver
chandeliers. The tables were loaded with wines, apples,,
cherries, salads, meats, fish, and caviare. Exactly at 7 p.m.
Generalissimo Stalin walked in, followed by Molotov,
Voroshilov, Kalinin, and other members of the Govern-
ment. After prolonged clapping (in which Stalin himself
joined heartSy), Molotov announced that the Praesidium
of the Academy were invited to sit at -the Government
table. The Praesidium accordingly moved up to vacant
places near Stalin and his colleagues, and the dinner began.
The toasts followed almost immediately. Molotov
announced that the reception had been arranged by the
Government in honour of Soviet scientists and their foreign
guests. Soviet citizens, he said, know of the great achieve-
ments of the Soviet State in improving the standard of life
of the people. These successes were made possible by the
revolutionary reorganisation of society on the basis of
science, on the basis of scientific socialism, the greatest
modern representatives of which were Lenin and Stalin.
Loud applause followed this announcement, and a toast
was offered to Soviet scientists. Then Molotov proposed a
toast in honour of * our foreign guests. ... I drink to the
health of our learned guests, to their future successes, and
to the further development of collaboration between
Soviet science and the science of other countries, in the
interests of our peoples/ The third toast was to the
Heroes of Socialist Labour, Speeches by eminent Acade-
micians followed. The President of the Academy toasted
Stalin * our leader and teacher' amid prolonged applause

